
Mason Creek Middle School 

Start of 2020-2021 School Year 

Frequently Asked Questions about Face to Face 
 

1. What time does school start and end? 

 

School starts at 9:00 and ends at 4:10. 

 

2. Where will students go when they arrive at school? 

 

Car Riders- MCMS will have a Before School Program (BSP) for car riders that begins at 7:00 at no 

cost to the parents. BSP students will enter the front door and will be assigned to a classroom. Rooms 

will be kept under 15 students to ensure social distancing is adhered to during BSP. At 8:25, students 

will report to their 1st Period classroom. If car riders arrive after 8:25, they will report directly to their 

1st Period classroom. Breakfast will be served on each hallway for students to take to class. 

 

Bus riders- Students that ride the bus will report directly to their 1st Period classroom when they arrive 

to school. Breakfast will be served on each hallway for students to take to class. 

 

3. Will students change classes and if so, how will they socially distance themselves while moving? 

 

Students will transition between their 4 academic teachers within their team. Teachers on each team 

have created a plan for hallway transitions and bathroom breaks to ensure social distancing is 

maximized. For example, 6th Grade Team A changes classes and/or uses the bathrooms at different 

times than 6th Grade Team B. In addition, students will transition to and from Connection classes on a 

set schedule by class using different stairwells/halls. Students can only travel in one direction on the 

Connections hallway. 

 

All halls have 6 feet wall decals posted for students to stand at if they are transitioning between classes 

or waiting to use the bathroom. 

 

4. Will faculty be checking vitals of everyone that comes through the doors? 

 

Yes. Temperature check points are at all each entry point and students will have their temperatures 

checked as they arrive to school. In addition, students will be asked how they are feeling each day they 

arrive to school. 

 

5. Will everyone be required to wear a face mask? 

 

Students will be required to wear masks if they are traveling on the school bus (some exceptions may 

apply for special needs students). School faculty, staff, and students are required to wear face masks 

while they are on campus. Mask breaks will be available for students. In addition, if students are outside 

and social distancing they can take their mask off. Band and chorus students can remove mask when 

they are singing or playing an instrument as long as they are social distancing. 

 

6. How many students will be in each classroom and what does the setup look like? 

 

Classrooms have been setup for desks to be 6 feet apart. Most classrooms will hold 15 students. There 

are some classroom spaces that are larger and will have more students in them (i.e. Band and Chorus), 

but all desks will not be within 6 feet from each other no matter what classroom it is. 

 



Teachers will have a defined space to work from that is at least 6 feet from students. Teachers have the 

ability to choose where that space is (i.e. from their desk or at the promethean board). 

 

7. What happens if the teacher’s class has more students than desks? 

 

Each team of academic teachers will have a defined overflow space with a faculty or staff member. 

These adults are either a teacher or paraprofessional that already works with this class or it could be a 

teacher assistant. Students will only go to an overflow area if their classroom teacher reaches capacity 

in their classroom. Students will have a set rotation that students will be selected to go to the overflow 

room (i.e. student last name). 

 

Students in the overflow space will need their Chromebook/laptop and headphones so they can continue 

to receive live instruction from their teacher.  

 

8. Will students sit at their desk on computers/headphones and watch their teachers teach from the 

computer? 

 

Possibly. If students have to be moved to an overflow area due to having too many students in their 

classroom, they will have to watch their teacher from their computer. However, there is a rotation of 

students so it will not be an everyday or every period occurrence. 

 

In addition, we have encouraged our teachers to take advantage of our campus by creating outdoor 

classroom space. 

 

9. How will lunch be handled? 

 

Students have a 50 minute lunch period that will include times to eat and times to socialize. Students will 

have touchless lunch procedures. Students will socially distance in the cafeteria line, be handed their 

food and drink selection and then verbally tell the cashier their lunch number. Some teachers will elect 

to take their students outside to eat or walk during the 50 minute time period.  

 

10. When will we get bus route information? 

 

Pickup and drop off times will be different than in previous years since the middle school start and end 

times have changed. Parents of bus riders should look up their bus route information now at 

http://webquery.douglas.k12.ga.us/livewebquery/webquery/.  

 

Parents are encouraged to download the “Here Comes the Bus” app which delivers real-time bus 

location information and alerts to parents and students. Parents may find information on “Here Comes 

the Bus” in the transportation section of the dcssga.org website under departments or click here. The 

district code for the app is 79003. 

 

Parents who have questions or concerns about their assigned bus stop may reach out to the 

transportation department at herecomesthebus@dcssga.org. 

 

11. What are the protocols if someone tests positive for COVID? 

 

Students and faculty members who have a temperature or who are sick should not report to school. An 

employee or student who tests positive for COIVD or is otherwise required to quarantine may not return 

to school until they are cleared by the district’s head nurse.  

 

http://webquery.douglas.k12.ga.us/livewebquery/webquery/


Students or faculty members who become sick or are experiencing symptoms while at school will be 

moved to a designated isolation room. The lead nurse and assistant superintendent of student services 

are informed, along with the superintendent.  A footprint investigation is undertaken to identify potential 

people and areas of infection.  The assistant superintendent of operations is made aware and a 

bioremediation company is contracted immediately to eradicate the virus in the areas identified along 

with any additional potential areas of contamination. 

 

Quarantining specific classes, grade levels, and/or the entire school will be determined by the district 

and principal based on the footprint investigation. If the quarantining is warranted whether it is for 

specific students or the whole school, digitally learning will start immediately for students. 

 

12. What if we choose face to face but then our child stays at home to work? Will they be counted 

absent? 

 

If a parent elects for their child to return face to face and your child is not physically present at school, 

they will be counted absent. Students cannot do both face to face learning and digital learning at the 

same time.  

 

13. I want my student to be SBDL now but what if I change my mind and want face to face? 

 

We are asking parents to commit to a decision for a 9 week period. The next opportunity to come back 

face to face is after October 7, 2020. If you have a concern and want to make a change, you must 

contact a MCMS administrator. 

 

14. What kinds cleaning is happening at the school? 

 

All teachers have disinfecting solution and hand sanitizer available in their classroom. Each desk will 

be cleaned between each class. Custodians will clean bathrooms between transitions times and 

continually clean high touch areas like stair handrails and doorknobs. Students and teachers will work 

remotely on Fridays so deep cleaning can occur in the school.  

 

15. Will my child use a locker? 

 

Students will not use lockers to store belongings at the beginning of the school year. We will re-evaluate 

lockers each 9 weeks. Students will be able to take their backpacks into classrooms with their items so 

they do not have to touch or congregate at lockers. Students should only bring 1 bag. 

 

16.  What will PE look like this year? 

 

PE classes will start and end in a classroom and not the gym. Each PE teacher has a set day that they 

can take their kids to the gym. Only one PE class will utilize the gym at one time. PE teachers will select 

activities that can be done while students are socially distancing and not sharing equipment (i.e. yoga, 

aerobics, table tennis, etc.). The other PE teacher may take their students outside for activities while the 

gym is in use. 

 

In addition, we will not use the locker rooms or require students to dress out for PE at this time. We will 

re-evaluate this every 9 weeks.  

 

 


